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Aligning Community College Outputs with Labor Market Requirements in Light of the

Human Capacity Development Program (Proposed Vision)
Khoula Naif AlAhmadi, Reem Sadeq AIMohammed, Prof. Hessah Saad Al.arifi
King Saud University, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aimed to develop a proposed framework for aligning the outcomes of community colleges
with labor market requirements in light of the Human Capability Development Program (HCDP).
Specifically, the study sought to examine the current state of alignment between community college
outcomes and labor market requirements in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, identify the challenges
hindering these colleges from achieving the desired alignment, and determine the requirements
necessary to achieve integration between education, training, and the labor market within the
framework of the HCDP. The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on relevant
literature and previous studies addressing community colleges, their organizational and academic
challenges, and HCDP initiatives related to the development of applied education. The findings
revealed a gap between current educational outcomes and labor market needs, primarily attributed to
the predominance of theoretical curricula, inadequate practical training, and the absence of effective
partnerships with the private sector. Key requirements identified included accelerating the completion
of the transformation of community colleges into applied colleges, granting them full financial and
administrative autonomy, updating curricula, strengthening partnerships with the private sector, and
introducing mandatory pre-graduation training. The findings also emphasized the importance of
graduate tracking, enhancing career guidance, and involving employers in program development to
improve graduates' employability and workforce readiness. The study concluded by presenting a
proposed framework for aligning community college outcomes with labor market requirements in light
of the HCDP. Furthermore, it provided recommendations and suggestions aimed at fulfilling the
necessary requirements, facilitating the implementation of the proposed framework, and encouraging

further research on related topics.
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